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F ormer New Britain Mayor William J. McNamara's long and continuing public service was honored recently.
He was feted at his 80th birthday party by members of the city's Austrian Donau Club.

Club president Dennis Kern said of the honoree: "For well over 50 years, Mayor McNamara has been involved in
Austrian and German heritage activities at our club. Most notably, he has volunteered to teach German language
courses to anyone interested in learning or refreshing their knowledge of German.

"To us, he deserves the title 'Mr. German Culture' and we are pleased that he has shared his knowledge and
enthusiasm with our club members, as well as interested members of the general public," Kern said.

Current New Britain Mayor Erin E. Stewart presented McNamara with a proclamation noting "he has served as an
alderman, and as chairman of the fire board and of the police board. After beginning to learn German at New
Britain Senior High School, he continued his studies in a U.S. State Dept. program while stationed in Germany
with the U.S. Army. Later he studied Italian in Italy and Polish with Mary Immaculate Academy sisters in New
Britain."

Former New Britain Mayor William J. McNamara (left) is presented a plaque honoring his long cultural service by local
Donau Austrian Club President Dennis Kern. (Posted by pjk327, Community Contributor)
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Dr. Jack Miller, president of Central Connecticut State University honored McNamara's "distinguished career as a
part-time faculty member at CCSU … as a valuable member of the German Language faculty. His international
contributions include being a founder and still active member of the Sister Cities program with the city of New
Britain, which is housed at CCSU.

"William McNamara … has taught at the University of Hartford, Tunxis Community College, and Pulaski Senior
High School. He is the recipient of the Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit from the German government, the
highest tribute Germany can pay to individuals for achievements in political, economic, social, or intellectual
realm. He has traveled to 40 countries and counting. All of these experiences contribute to the wealth of
experience he brings to the classroom."

Long-time New Britain resident Dr. Richard L. Judd, retired CCSU president, referred to McNamara with a quote
from Mark Twain: "'Few things are harder to put up with than the annoyance of a good example.' You
demonstrated, over and over again, that excellence and quality … distinguish the ordinary efforts of some [people]
from those who strive to provide their students with extraordinary teaching."

Adding an international flavor to the event, Hans Juergen Puetsch, Lord Mayor of Rastatt, Germany, wrote to
McNamara: "Earlier this year we celebrated 30 years of friendship between the people and cities of New Britain
and Rastatt. This was made possible when you and one of my predecessors, Prof.-Dr. Franz J. Rothenbiller, signed
the pledge of partnership in 1984. The purpose of this pledge was to promote harmony, mutual understanding,
cooperation and exchange of information. In spite of the great distance, we have a wonderful partnership."
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